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EDUCATION 
This department pubiishes articles, notices, and news on 
programs and courses in history of mathematics, the uses of 
history in mathematics education, historical activities at 
meetings of mathematics teachers, and other matters relating 
to the place of our discipline in academic affairs. 
DEVELOPMENT AND EVALUATION OF MATERIALS ON 
THE HISTORY OF MATHEMATICS FOR TEACHERS 
By A. Arcavi and M. Bruckheimer 
Department of Science Teaching 
Weizmann Institute of Science 
Rehovot, Israel 
Members of the Department of Science Teaching, The Weizmann 
Institute of Science, are developing materials for pre-service 
and in-service teacher courses and/or workshops on the history 
of mathematical topics relevant to the junior high school cur- 
riculum. The materials developed so far deal with the history 
of negative numbers and the irrational numbers. 
The materials consist of a sequence of worksheets. In gen- 
eral, each worksheet consists of (i) a brief historical intro- 
duction, (ii) a historical source, usually a primary source, 
(iii) questions on the source materials. After reading the 
sources the student teacher is asked to answer questions relat- 
ed to the translation of the mathematics in the text into modern 
notation, to compare the approach in the text to others past and 
present, to extend the mathematics in the text, etc. After com- 
pleting the worksheet, a collective guided discussion may take 
place (if the work is done in courses or workshops); then the 
teacher receives an answer sheet containing extensive solutions 
to the questions and further source material as background or 
enrichment. 
The materials are in the process of evaluation in workshops, 
courses, and a correspondence course. 
Additional topics related to the junior high school curric- 
ulum will be the subject of further worksheets. The negative 
number sequence of worksheets is available in English and is 
described in a paper by Arcavi et al., in For the Learning of 
Mathematics, Vol. 3 (i), pp. 30-37. 
The authors would welcome any report of similar experiences 
and would be glad to share ideas with people working or interested 
in the field. 
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